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ACADEMIC WRITING 60 minutes

YYou should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The table below shows the results of a survey of the average number of cars per hour using
three suburban roads during working hours in a ten-year pollution monitoring programme.

Traffic calming* was introduced in Harper Lane at the beginning of 1999.

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the data.

“traffic calming = methods of slowing down traffic, e.g. by building raised areas across roads.

YYou should write at least 150 words.

1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 ; 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002

Harper Lane 82 | 100 | 38 |54 |654 915 204 | 173 | 178 | 193

GreatYorkWay | 600 | 720 | 700 | 667 | 630 | 695 | 911 | 902 | 900 200

Long Lane ‘ 400 | 450 | 600 | 800 | 638 | 700 | 1000 | 1200 | 1400 | 1400
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This table shows the results of a survey of average number of cars per hour using three suburban roads during working hours in a ten-year pollution monitoring programme. 
In general, the average number of cars in Harper Lane was lowest throughout the survey, from 1993 to 2002. The highest number of cars overall was in Long Lane. Beginning in 1996 it was consistently the highest traffic road. Before that it was lower than Great York Way. [Tip – a paragraph has a minimum of 2 sentences. Tip – in summarizing, look for ways to generalize. This lowers the word number.]
Looking closer, the average number of cars in Great York Way and Long Lane increased every year throughout the survey. In addition, the Great York Way climbed gradually until 1998 and then peaked at 911 cars per hour in 1999. The average number of cars per hour in Harper Lane grew markedly from 1993 to 1998. In 1999, traffic calming was introduced in Harper Lane. At this time the number of cars dropped dramatically to 204. The lowest year was 2000 (average = 173) with only a gradual climb after that. [Are there further ways you can generalize? What do you think about the very high numbers?]
In summary, traffic calming was successful in markedly reducing the average number of cars in Harper Lane. We can surmise that traffic calming could have a similar effect on other roads. [Tip – in terms of overall logic. If there are fewer cars per road, where do the extra cars go? Do they stay home, or simply shift to other roads, increasing the burden greatly in those roads?]
Notes for you: 
This seems a very challenging exercise. It’s a good strategy to state the key trends right at the start, as you did. After that look for finer trends. What sense do you make of the other numbers? What do you think the lecturer really needs to know? What can you do to avoid repeating the road names? Our edits are not aimed at logic, however here it seems fundamental to a successful exercise. At the moment it is not clear how this writing relates to a lecturer’s needs. Again, this is quite a challenging exercise. You need to create several assumptions yourself since you are given so little information.


