Personal Statement

During the summer between my first and second year of high school, I joined a study tour group.  I went to California for the first time to attend summer school in UC Riverside and to see San Francisco and Los Angles.  Then I went to England for the second time to study in a summer program at Oxford and also visited France, Belgium and the Netherlands.  These trips broadened my mind and enriched my vision.  The cultural diversity and open-mindedness of the US impressed me the most.  I decided then that some day I would go to the States to study business and I would run my own business with people all around the world.

I attended National University of Kaohsiung for my undergraduate education, where I received a B.A. in Western languages and literature, and a minor degree in business and industrial management.  The interesting hodgepodge of courses that I took helped me develop a deeper understanding of Western cultures and the business field.  Moreover, these courses helped me acquire invaluable leadership and management skills such as setting and prioritizing team objectives, effective communication, and strong analytical thinking.  For instance, in many of my classes like Shakespeare and International Marketing Management, I was the leader of several projects.  More specifically, I led group discussions, established a close rapport among team members, assigned tasks, and mobilized them to achieve shared goals.  As a result, our team members not only learned a great deal from each other, but we also became close friends.  

Beyond that, I enjoy a wide variety of extracurricular activities.  As a president of the English department student council, I led seventy members in carrying out several big projects, including English Academic Week, the department’s annual drama performance, and volunteer English tutoring service for the community.  I had a vision that the student council could not only demonstrate great talent and creativity in performing arts, but could also contribute to the community.  For instance, I led a team of 20 volunteers to teach conversational English to children from financially challenged families for two hours a week.  Of course, these projects entailed a lot of hard work and planning, but the experience, warm appreciation, and feeling of accomplishment that we gained turned out to be priceless.

During the junior year of my undergrad studies, I participated in the 13th Youth Diplomacy, Economy, and Trade Seminar held by the Distinguished Citizens Society International.  In this seminar, I was very honored to be elected and rewarded as Mr. Ambassador, the representative of all the members in the seminar.  The Youth Ambassador’s Night is the most unforgettable night of my college years.  Being the host of the party, I had the chance to welcome twelve ambassadors and other distinguished guests and introduce them to everyone.  I even danced a waltz with one of the ambassadors from Swaziland!  I couldn’t believe my eyes.  Those ambassadors were sitting right next to me and we were even dancing and having delightful conversations.  At that moment, I decided that some day I would like to be not just any business manager, but a global business leader.

After graduating, I served in the military as a squad leader, the first line supervisor in charge of basic training for newly enlisted privates.  During this experience, I lived a spartan life and learned to manage people from all walks of life.  In college, the teams that I led consisted of students with similar backgrounds, interests and mindsets. In the army, especially at the recruit training center, I had to deal with a sample of the entire society—from mechanics to writers to gangsters to teachers.  In my fourteen months of military service, I realized and learned that cultural diversity plays such a crucial role in management.

After the military, I worked as a sales representative in my father’s business, a trading firm exporting dried bamboo shoots.  I assisted my supervisor in formulating marketing and sales strategies, presented marketing and sales proposals to customers and translated letters, reports, and other documents.  My favorite task of all was accompanying Japanese customers on visits to local ingredients suppliers.  However, because demand and marginal profits have been decreasing for the past three years, the future of the dried bamboo shoots business does not look so promising.  Therefore, I do not expect to continue my family’s business and I believe that my decision to pursue an MBA will open more doors for me in the business world.

I am most impressed with your esteemed MBA program because it focuses on developing global leaders, analyzing successful businesses through case studies, and building a heterogeneous international community.  I am sure the diversity of the student body will enable me to see the world through different lenses, to broaden my perspective on different approaches to problems, and most importantly, to build a network of life-time friendships with people from all over the world.  In return, I believe my Chinese cultural background and entrepreneurial potential would be a great contribution to the school in creating an interesting and international student body.

In the future, the Chinese market is my main area of interest.  In the short term, I would like to enter the consumer products industries and work as a marketer helping foreign companies to develop their products in the China or Taiwan market.  In the long run, I plan to start my own trading business and to establish the crucial bridge for electronic and entertainment consumer products between the Western and Chinese markets.  I believe that I will be able to employ my linguistic and cultural background plus my professional expertise in the marketplace and achieve my professional goals.
1 – Well written and enjoyable statement. The flow of your story and the interesting details (bamboo shoots and Swaziland) are very effective.
2 – Twice you used the phrase ‘I had decided I would …’. The phrase ‘had decided’ implies that later you changed your mind so I changed these to ‘I decided then’, which implies you decided very firmly and resolutely.
3 – This sentence: In my fourteen months of military service, I realized and learned that cultural diversity plays such a crucial role in management.

Consider changing to: In my fourteen months of military service, I realized and learned that to be an effective leader, one must learn to successfully manage cultural diversity.

The difference in meaning between the two is subtle, but important. The first one implies that ‘it’s important to have cultural diversity in order to manage’ which based on what you said, is not what I think you meant. 
4 – ‘auspicious’ is often used for one time events or special occasions and is less often used for long term trends.
Good luck with your application!
